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                PDF to Image conversion is quite a hit on the internet nowadays. People need to convert PDF to images to insert them as examples on papers, to provide qualification certificates on biding documents, or to enumerate past performance on a business proposal.

So how to convert PDF to images, and what image format is the best option to convert to? In this post, we'll express the difference between some prevail image formats. And there will be a list of 5 solutions for PDF to image converting including EasePDF online PDF to Image Converter, Mac Preview, PDFelement, Aiseesoft PDF Converter Ultimate, and IceCream PDF Converter.
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Part 1. The Difference Between JPG, PNG, GIF & BMP

The most common image formats we see on the internet are JPG, PNG, GIF, BMP, and TIFF. What are the pros and cons of them? What's the perfect image format to use on different occasions? Which format should you choose to convert your PDF to image? Let's review them in short words. 

JPG

Supporting 16.7 million colors and being smaller in size as compared to other image formats, JPG is the most popular image format on the web, especially for photographs. A JPG file can be compressed at a ratio of anywhere from 2:1 to as high as 100:1, in the sacrifice of some image information to keep file sizes smaller. Therefore, JPG is not an ideal format to store images that are of high-resolution requirements such as art files.

When converting PDF to images, JPG is the most preferred format for most users for its relatively smaller size and rich color support. 

PNG

PNG is an image format designed as an open patent-free format usable by everyone, and it's normally huge than JPG format in size. PNG files offer more color ranges for you to work with, and they handle transparency very efficiently. Therefore, many graphic designers will pick the PNG format as their first choice for saving design work. But when it comes to sharing high-resolution photos on the web, PNG format is not a good option. 

Apart from JPG, PNG is also a popular format for PDF to image conversion. Because PNG files provide rich images, even though with a bigger size. 

GIF

Many logos, icons, banners, and cartoons are more preferably GIF format. That's because GIF is the best choice for images that have large areas with flat or single tones colors. GIF files are the smallest of the five because they are always reduced to 256 colors. In this case, GIF files can't work well for images with a large range of colors, such as photographs. 

GIF is now mostly used in motion graphs on the internet. And since PDF to image conversion can't produce motion graphs, GIF is not the most recommended format for converting. 

BMP

BMP is a format associated with graphic files inside the Windows OS and it's unable to be compressed. And that makes BPM images crisp and precise, but of huge size though. That's also why BMP images are not as common as the other images formats above on the web. 

When converting PDF to BMP images, it could be very time-consuming and ineffective. If you don't have a special requirement for uncompressed image files, we don't recommend you convert your PDF to BMP. 

Part 2. How to Convert PDF to Image for Free

1. EasePDF

To convert PDF to image file for free, the first solution we recommend would be using an online PDF to image converter like EasePDF, which is cross-platform supported and easy to use. 

Step 1. Go to the EasePDF homepage and choose the PDF to Image converter. 

Step 2. Upload your PDF. You can hit the "Add File(s)" button to upload your target PDF from your computer, tablet or smartphone. Or you can import PDF files from your Google Drive, OneDrive, and Dropbox. 



Step 3. EasePDF will upload your PDF file to the server and start converting it to images automatically. Just wait for a few minutes. 

Step 4. When the converting process stops, EasePDF will provide you a download link for the converted images file. You can click the "Download" button to save it to your device or export it to your cloud drives. 




*Recommendation Rate:4.8/5


*Supported Image Formats: JPG, PNG, GIF, and BMP. 


    Tips

    "To convert a password-protected PDF, you'll need to unlock the PDF firstly. Otherwise, EasePDF won't be able to process your file."



2. Mac Preview

Another free way to convert PDF to image is by using the Preview app on Mac. This solution only works for Mac computers. For Windows users, please follow the instruction on Part 1. 

Step 1. Choose the PDF file you want to convert, right-click on it and select "Open with" > "Preview". 



Step 2. Go to the "File" menu on top, and choose "Export". 



Step 3. Save the PDF to image. 

On the newly opened window, press the "option" key on your keyboard while clicking on the "Format" option at the same time. Then choose an image format you would like your PDF to be converted to and set the resolution pixel. After setting the file name and storage location, click the "Save" button. Now you'll get all of your PDF pages saved as images. 




*Recommendation Rate:4.7/5


*Supported Image Formats: JPG, PNG, GIF, BMP, and TIFF. 

Part 3. Other Ways to Convert PDF to Image

1. PDFelement

PDFelement is a comprehensive PDF converting and editing program to solve many basic PDF usage problems. With PDFelement, you can convert your PDF to Office documents like Word, Excel, PPT, RTF, etc, and to image formats including JPG, PNG, GIF, TIFF, and BMP. 

Step 1. Free download and install PDFelement on your computer or tablet. 


    Download
    Download


Step 2. Launch the program and open the PDF file needed to convert with it. 

Step 3. Click the "Convert" tab on the top menu bar and select "To Image". 



Step 4. On the newly pop-up "Save As" dialog, select an image format you want to convert to on the "Save as type" option. Enter the output file name and choose a destination to save it. Then hit the "Save" button. 




*Recommendation Rate:4.7/5


*Supported Image Formats: JPG, PNG, GIF, TIFF, and BMP.

*Supported System: Windows, Mac, Android, and iOS.

*Price: $79/Year 

2. Aiseesoft PDF Converter Ultimate

Aiseesoft PDF Converter Ultimate is a simple yet professional PDF converting software that allows you to convert PDF to Word, Text, Excel, PowerPoint, ePub, HTML, JPG, TIFF, PNG, GIF, and BMP. 

Step 1. Download Aiseesoft PDF Converter Ultimate and install it on your Windows or Mac computer. 

Step 2. Run the software and click the "Add File(s)" button below the top menu bar to import the PDF file you want to convert. You can add multiple files at one time. 



Step 3. Go to the "Output Format" section and select the image format you would like the PDF to be saved as. If you want to convert multiple PDF files to the same image format, just click the "Apply to All" button after choosing an output format. 



Step 4. On the bottom-right "Page Range" section of the interface, you can select specific pages from the PDF to convert to image, or choose to convert all pages. When you finish, hit the orange "Start" button. 




*Recommendation Rate:4.6/5


*Supported Image Formats: JPG, PNG, GIF, BMP, and TIFF. 

*Supported System: Windows and Mac. 

*Price: $52.5/Lifetime 

3. IceCream PDF Converter

IceCream PDF Converter is an efficient PDF converting program for Windows. It's designed with a simple, neat and pretty interface for users to manage PDF editing and converting tasks effortlessly. 

Step 1. Download the free version of the IceCream PDF Converter and install it on your Windows computer. 

Step 2. Launch the converter and select the “From PDF” option in the welcome screen to convert PDF to image. Then click the “Add PDF File” button at the center of the interface to select and add the PDF files from your computer. 



Step 3. Select JPG, PNG, GIF, BMP or TIFF as the output image format. Then customize your PDF to image converting settings. You can convert all PDF pages or selectively convert certain pages. Ticking on the "Split" checkbox means converting each PDF page to a different image file. If the PDF file is encrypted, you can hit the "Enter" button on the "Password" column to enter the password to unlock the file.

When you finish all settings, click the "CONVERT" button to start the PDF to image converting process. Then you'll get newly created images on the destination folder you choose to save them. 




*Recommendation Rate:4.5/5


*Supported Image Formats: JPG, PNG, GIF, BMP, and TIFF. 

*Supported System: Windows. 

*Price: $19.95/Lifetime 

Conclusion

JPG and PNG are the two images formats most preferred when converting PDF to image. You can also choose GIF, BMP, and TIFF as the converted image format if needed, most of the solutions we listed in this post support these formats.

Among all the solutions we offered, EasePDF online PDF to Image Converter and Mac Preview are 100% free and highly recommended. With EasePDF, you can convert multiple PDF files to images, while Mac Preview doesn't support that. For batch conversion offline, you can also go for PDFelement, Aiseesoft PDF Converter Ultimate, and IceCream PDF Converter.
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